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1. INTRODUCTION 

  

Dear Bulletin Readers,  

 

This Bulletin, the first to come after the EU Referendum result, features a number of 

statements made by church leaders.  

 

July has seen the bomb attack in Nice. The CEC statement following this atrocity is 

included in this bulletin.  

 

As the month for travel and holidays approaches the editors welcome news about 

links and events such as “Paradise in the City” in Łódź Poland. 

 

With all good wishes,  

 

Leslie Nathaniel      

Archbishop of Canterbury’s International Ecumenical Secretary 

and European Secretary Council for Christian Unity       

 

 

Francis Bassett  

Assistant Secretary Council for Christian Unity  
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The Bulletin is sent out on a mailing list: Please advise us if your email address 

changes, or if you do not wish to receive the Bulletin. CCU is not responsible for the 

content of external web sites mentioned in this Bulletin. Individual views expressed in 

blogs, reports or communiques are not necessarily the views of the editors. 

 

 

2.  EU REFERENDUM RESULT: STATEMENTS BY CHURCH LEADERS 

 

MESSAGE FROM CCU CHAIR TO EUROPEAN ECUMENICAL PARTNERS  

 

Following the result of the recent EU Referendum Bishop Donald Allister, Chair of 

the Council for Christian Unity sent this message to leaders of mainland European 

churches with which the C of E has formal ecumenical agreements:  

 

“As you will doubtless have heard, the result of the UK referendum has been a vote to 

leave the European Union. While this will have far-reaching implications for the 

future political relations of our country, may I reassure you that it does not in any way 

affect the relationships that the Church of England has nurtured over many years with 

the churches of Continental Europe, relationships that in many cases predate the 

formation of the European Union or indeed Britain’s membership of the European 

Economic Community. The Diocese in Europe remains an integral part of the life of 

the Church of England, and we value very much the relationships of formal 

commitment that we enjoy as a national church with a considerable number of 

churches on the Continent as well as the rich tapestry of links and exchanges at 

diocesan and parish level.”  

 

 

STATEMENT BY CEC AND ITS PRESIDENT BISHOP CHRISTOPHER 

HILL  

 

Yesterday, 23 June, the United Kingdom held a referendum on its membership in the 

EU. Citizens were asked to vote on the question, “Should the United Kingdom remain 

a member of the European Union or leave the European Union?” By a narrow margin 

of a few percentage points, voters decided in favour of leaving the economic and 

political union of 28 European countries. 

From its origins more than 50 years ago, the Conference of European Churches has 

been a bridge-building organisation, committed to unity and overcoming political 

divisions in Europe. The fragmented and divided Europe of the 1940s and 1950s 

prompted church leaders to bring together churches separated by difference political, 

economic, and social systems. It is to these roots CEC has turned in its recent open 

letter, “What future for Europe?” Here CEC invites all churches in Europe—within 

and outside the EU—to a new conversation about our common future and the role of 

churches in shaping the ethics and values that guide life in Europe. 

 

http://www.ceceurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/1GB2016_Doc15-Open-letter-Future-of-Europe.pdf
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From his home in the U.K. CEC President Rt Revd Christopher Hill KCVO, DD 

reflected on the outcome of yesterday’s vote: 

By a narrow margin the UK Referendum (a reported 51.9% voting leave) has 

recommended to its Parliament that the UK should leave the EU.  As President of 

CEC but also as a bishop of the Church of England, I am proud that my passport as a 

British subject also has European Union as part of it title, I deeply regret the result 

and also the manner of the Referendum.  This in spite of Church leadership in 

England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland being supportive.  There are no doubt real 

issues to discuss and these issues are not only debated in the UK but in many member 

states of the EU.  But many of the allegations, especially over migration issues which 

were decisive in the Referendum, bear no relation to the actual facts and the tone – at 

least in the UK – has often been hysterical rather than rational, not least amongst 

‘popularist’ parties and some sections of the press.  A major task for CEC now, in 

which the UK Churches remain strong supporting members, will be to contribute to 

such a rational debate, starting with the already existing dialogue within our member 

Churches throughout Europe, including those Churches in member states on the 

southern and eastern borders of the EU. In addition, CEC can be a space where UK 

Churches can reassure our partners in the wider Europe that we still believe in the 

establishment of structures for peace, justice and stability across our one Continent 

and indeed that such structures serve for global wellbeing as well as our own.  

Above all I hope the churches – including our partners in the Catholic Church – will 

be able to revitalize a vision for Europe much broader than the mere economic, a 

vision informed by a Christian understanding of society which looks to the common 

good of all, supporting human rights and inclusive communities without collapsing 

into purely individualistic demands, and understands (from the inside of faith) the 

need for dialogue between faiths and all people of good will.  Now that the high 

profile campaign is over, I look for this serious discourse as urgent for the future of 

Europe as well as the UK. 
 
  

BP CHRISTOPHER HILL 

PRESIDENT CEC 

 

The CEC website is at http://www.ceceurope.org 

 

An open letter to member churches entitled “What future for Europe?” can be viewed 

at:     http://www.ceceurope.org/open-letter/ 

 

STATEMENT BY WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES  

 

The central committee of the World Council of Churches (WCC), meeting on 22-28 

June 2016 in Trondheim, Norway, under the theme "Pilgrimage: Discerning the 

Landscapes Together", received news of the outcome of the United Kingdom 

referendum on European Union membership as we began a discussion on the search 

for Christian unity. 

This decision by a majority of UK voters commits the country to ending its 43-year 

long membership of the European Union. This presents a challenge to all European 

leaders and European institutions, and has ramifications far beyond the region. During 

http://www.ceceurope.org/
http://www.ceceurope.org/open-letter/
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these days together in Trondheim, members of the central committee – representing 

WCC member churches from around the world – are reflecting and praying together 

to discern the path forward in this new landscape. 

The situation calls for wise and measured leadership in the UK, regionally and 

internationally, and ecumenical solidarity, respecting the democratic expression of the 

collective will of the people of the UK, and re-examining fundamental questions of 

values and identity. But it is clear that the UK cannot, by withdrawing from EU 

membership, isolate itself from the challenges facing the region and the world, 

including the political crisis in receiving refugees and migrants, and that collective 

reflection and action will be no less necessary to address those challenges in the 

interest of building human community. 

The Conference of European Churches (CEC), as the leading regional expression of 

the ecumenical movement and of its calling to promote Christian unity in witness and 

action, will have a special role to play in accompanying the churches and peoples of 

Europe in discerning the direction of the pilgrimage of justice and peace in this new 

landscape. We are concerned that rising xenophobic forms of nationalism threaten the 

common values of Europe. But we affirm the hope expressed by CEC President Rt 

Revd Christopher Hill that the churches "will be able to revitalize a vision for Europe 

much broader than the mere economic, a vision informed by a Christian 

understanding of society which looks to the common good of all, supporting human 

rights and inclusive communities without collapsing into purely individualistic 

demands". 

All WCC member churches are invited to pray for God’s guidance and wisdom for 

religious, political and community leaders in the UK, in Europe and around the world. 

 

This statement can be read on the WCC website at 

https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/central-

committee/2016/statement-on-outcome-of-uk-referendum-on-eu-membership 

 

STATEMENT BY HEINRICH BEDFORD – STROHM, CHAIR OF THE 

EVANGELICAL CHURCH IN GERMANY (EKD)  

“The Evangelical Church in Germany deeply regrets the decision of the British people 

to leave the European Union. Now it will be necessary to analyse the reasons for this 

decision. The imminent departure of a country from the EU is a painful matter and 

must prompt us to drive the European peace project forward even more energetically. 

With our international ecumenical network, our churches will continue to work 

towards a united Europe based on solidarity. If it is confirmed that many young 

people, in particular, voted for the United Kingdom to stay in the European Union, we 

have a particular commitment not to flag in our dedication. Speaking for myself, I see 

young people as being the hope of Europe.” 

 

https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/central-committee/2016/statement-on-outcome-of-uk-referendum-on-eu-membership
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/central-committee/2016/statement-on-outcome-of-uk-referendum-on-eu-membership
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The EKD website is at http://www.ekd.de  

 

STATEMENT BY BISHOP ROBERT INNES  

 

Last night was too momentous to spend asleep, so I listened from my hotel bedroom 

on my mobile phone to events unfolding. At midnight it seemed that the UK would 

vote to remain in the EU. By dawn it was clear that there was a narrow, albeit clear, 

margin in favour of leaving. The sunrise here in Norway was beautiful, and the world 

is still turning.  

I am in Trondheim representing the Church of England at a meeting of the Central 

Committee of the World Council of Churches. I have been glad to be able to meet 

with other church leaders to share concerns and reassure them of the Church of 

England’s continuing commitment to its European partners in our pursuit of the 

common good. I exchanged greetings with Fr. Heikki Huttunen, the Finnish General 

Secretary of the Conference of European Churches (CEC), who reminded me that 

CEC is bigger than the EU.    

The referendum campaign was a bruising one and it exposed some raw feelings and 

emotions. Not least, I think we have seen the extent to which a good many British 

people feel alienated from mainstream London and Brussels-centric political 

discourse. I have particular concerns about the implications for Ireland and for 

Scotland. There is now a need for a good deal of listening and healing as the UK finds 

a new future for itself both internally and in its place in the wider world.  

Of course, I have particular concerns for the people of my diocese, many of whom are 

British ex-patriots living on the European continent. They will be worried about 

health care, employment rights and pensions in the coming months and years. For the 

present, we don’t know the precise implications of the vote. I do plead that both 

British and EU diplomats will take heed to the situation of those living oversees 

(whether in Britain or on the continent), who will be feeling especially vulnerable at 

the moment.    

People in Britain have expressed their discontent with the structures of the EU. 

Actually, these discontents are widely shared by other Europeans. I hope that EU 

leaders and officials are able to bring about the reform to European political structures 

that is needed for these structures to endure. And I pray that they do endure. Because 

they were constructed to serve the cause of peace and reconciliation after the two 

terrible world wars. The task of reconciliation is never done, and I want my children 

and grandchildren to enjoy the kind of European peace which my generation has 

known.  

In the meantime, I continue my own work of pastoring our European diocese, sharing 

the good news of Jesus and encouraging people in their faith. I pray for the future of 

the United Kingdom and of our European continent. I long for our continent to be a 

place of faith, of hope and of neighbourly care, with political institutions that serve 

the cause of justice, peace and prosperity.    

 

The Rt Revd. Dr. Robert Innes 

Bishop of the Church of England Diocese in Europe 

 

  

The website of the Diocese in Europe is at http://www.europe.anglican.org  

http://www.ekd.de/
http://www.europe.anglican.org/
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STATEMENT BY HIS GRACE BISHOP ANGAELOS GENERAL BISHOP OF 

THE COPTIC CHURCH IN THE UNITED KINGDOM  

Over this past week, the United Kingdom has experienced a series of significant, 

challenging and sometimes painful milestones. With the long-awaited results of the 

EU referendum, and the tragic death of Jo Cox MP in the lead-up, emotions are high 

and there is potential for hostility and divisiveness to flourish. There is however the 

more positive outcome that these events serve as a catalyst for a greater unity and 

collective stance for the good of all.  

  

While Jo’s tragic and wasteful death was unequivocally horrific and heart-breaking, it 

also gave rise to overwhelming acts of generosity from the general public and 

unrivalled comradery in the Houses of Parliament. This tragedy also sparked a 

significant conversation on the importance of solidarity and indiscriminate 

compassion for humanity, with the hashtags #LoveLikeJo and #MoreInCommon 

emerging to diffuse divisive rhetoric and promote understanding in the public sphere. 

  

It is in this light and sentiment, with the outcome of the EU referendum that the 

United Kingdom must now pull together, as it has so often done in the past, despite 

clear differences in opinion and direction. Division must not be allowed to take hold, 

and divisive rhetoric must not take root. While many would have preferred to see the 

UK remain in the EU, now is the time for us all as a nation to accept the decision that 

we have reached together through the democratic processes we have upheld for 

centuries, and indeed advocate for across the world. It is important for us to 

commence the healing process that is needed after these months of committed 

campaigning, and to comfort all who are now fearful of the future, and suffering the 

distress of uncertainty, especially due to the immediate effects on the economy.  

  

Regardless of what the future holds for the United Kingdom we can be certain that we 

are in the hands of a mighty God Who is unchanging and with us throughout our 

various challenges. It is our role as Christians, not only to be stewards and active 

citizens within our countries, but to provide holistic support for all who find these 

events overwhelming and distressing.          
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We pray for the Prime Minister, our parliament, and all those entrusted with the 

leadership of these great nations, confident that the United Kingdom will find a way 

to embark on this new stage in history, together united.  

To read statement on the Coptic Media website go to www.CopticMediaUK.com  

 

BLOG BY BISHOP DAVID HAMID  

 

Like so many in the UK, Europe and across the world, I awoke today to the news of 

the outcome of the Referendum with deep sadness. As a Scot with background in 

Burma and Canada and who serves the Church of England as a bishop I have been 

immensely proud of my red EU passport and feel such regret that the UK electorate 

has voted the way it has. 

 

Our Diocese in Europe is part of the Church of England, but it is wholeheartedly a 

European Church. Our responsibility as a diaspora jurisdiction is to serve English-

speaking and Anglican Christians from around the world who make our beloved 

European continent (plus Morocco and Turkey) their home. Our clergy will now take 

seriously their ministry to members of our churches, particularly to those UK passport 

holders who may now be filled with worry about their life on the continent, the future 

of health care, their pension provision, the right of residence, their freedom to work 

and study, and perhaps also anxious about the future of children and grandchildren 

whose place within the world’s largest free-trade and economic area is now far less 

certain.  Our pastoral care and accompaniment is offered to them as a matter of 

priority. 

 

Our clergy and lay leaders will no doubt be asked for explanations by our sister and 

brother Christians and our European neighbours among whom we live. We will wish 

to reassure them that the UK referendum result is not a rejection of them, their 

nations, cultures, gifts, hospitality and generosity. It was a political decision and 

certainly not an ecclesial one. Now we will need to redouble our efforts to 

demonstrate our commitment to the common good, rejecting narrow nationalism and 

selfish individualism. Our alliances, covenants, commitments and unity agreements 

with sister European Churches will be all the more important now so that we can 

demonstrate our solidarity and communion as Christians together on the continent. 

For as Christians we are committed to the unity of all people. 

 

With great shame the UK may have initiated a possible domino effect in the EU in 

general, fragile as it is in these days, as right wing parties may now feel inspired to 

seek a similar path to the UK decision. (Indeed the beginning of the dismantling of the 

EU itself is what Mr Nigel Farage himself has expressly wished). But we will want 

make clear to our neighbours and friends that such a wish is very far indeed from the 

position of UK folk who live in other EU countries, who find there a welcoming 

home. 

 

The Church of England is a European Church. St Alban our first martyr was a Roman 

http://www.copticmediauk.com/
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soldier. Our first Archbishop of Canterbury, St Augustine, was from Italy, The list of 

our Archbishops includes such luminaries as St Theodore of Tarsus, St Anselm, 

Lanfranc, and even more recently Rowan Williams, all Europeans from outside 

England. The Church of England is a member of the Conference of European 

Churches, and indeed a Church of England Bishop, Christopher Hill, is its President. 

Our liturgy, tradition, canon law and schools of prayer and spirituality are rooted in 

the Latin tradition of the Western European Church. Even the Reformation which 

coloured our own development was a European phenomenon. All this will not change 

as a result of 23 June, but remain our precious shared gifts with other European 

Christians, our common heritage, and an inheritance which unites us. 

 

As Christians we are a Pentecost people. The unity of nations and peoples is part of 

our vision of the new society, the kingdom of God, which we work to reveal, that 

vision which is poetically summed up in a canticle we recite in Common Worship 

Daily Prayer: 

 

You are worthy, O Lamb, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed for 

God saints from every tribe, and language and nation. You have made them to be a 

kingdom and priests serving our God. 

 

So this Diocese in Europe, as a Christian family, will continue to be a European 

family, working, worshipping and witnessing alongside our sister European Churches 

and with them serving and loving our neighbour. We remain a European Church 

which serves all people. Let us resolve to be even more faithful to this calling, with 

the help of God. 

 

Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart 

and especially the hearts of the people of Europe, that barriers which divide us may 

crumble, suspicions disappear, and prejudice and hatreds cease; that our divisions 

being healed, we may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Bishop David’s Eurobishop blog is at:  

 

http://www.eurobishop.blogspot.co.uk 

 

 

RT REVD RALF MEISTER, BISHOP OF HANNOVER ADDRESS TO THE 

GENERAL SYNOD OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND FRIDAY 8 JULY  

 

 

“Your Graces,  

members of the Synod of the Church of England,  

dear brothers and sisters in Christ! 

 

You come together in turbulent times. I’m aware that the decision in Great Britain for 

the Brexit is a national democratic decision, but with due respect for that, it has an 

http://www.eurobishop.blogspot.co.uk/
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enormous impact on the international, especially the European Situation and for 

Germany as well.  

 

Please allow me to make short remarks about the new fragile European situation and 

our responsibility as Christians.  

 

First: I was irritated, that the main reaction in Germany about the Brexit was a 

discussion about the financial and economic consequences of this referendum. The 

European dream is a dream of humanity and justice and not the question whether the 

stock-exchange is placed in London or in Frankfurt or about the future of the single 

market. But most important: The idea of Europe is based on shared values and peace. 

 

Recently we remembered the Battle of Somme in 1916. When we look for some 

voices, which proclaim a European perspective rooted in Christian values, we find 

this voice in words and music from your nation: in the War Requiem from Benjamin 

Britten with the poetry from Wilfred Owen. Owen fought in the war zone of Somme 

and died in 1918:  "My subject is War, and the pity of War. The Poetry is in the 

pity…. All a poet can do today is warn.” Owen spoke as a Christian. What a strong 

sign of hope and reconciliation it was, when the War Requiem was first performed in 

the cathedral of  Coventry in 1962. It will be the Christian charge, to warn of a 

separated Europe - in all the tendencies for a new nationalism and the modern 

attraction of political populists. A Europe split in gated national communities will 

undermine a common period of social, economic, cultural and peaceful welfare in 

Europe. 

 

But the duty for the churches in Europe is not only to warn, but to give our people the 

hope, that the liberation in God’s grace will be the condition for a profound 

understanding of freedom, justice and peace. 

 

Second: 

We in the EKD are on the way to celebrate the Jubilee of the Reformation in 2017. It 

will be the first jubilee in 500 years, which we celebrate in a deep ecumenical 

understanding with other denominations parallel to a fruitful interreligious dialog with 

Jews and Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, Sikhs and others. So we realise, that “the 
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reformation is a world citizen”. It interconnects us in a strong line with Christians all 

over the world.  

 

The Meissen Agreement states: “We will take steps to closer fellowship in as many 

areas as possible, so that all our members together may advance on the way to full 

visible unity.” This is an ecumenical sentence, first for us and our churches. This is a 

sentence of faith and of hope. But this is also a strong political proclamation for our 

worldwide responsibility as Christians; a responsibility to take the challenges of the 

modern, complex and anxious world as an invitation from God himself to work for his 

creation.  

 

In this world, “right” answers are not easily found. But we have the task to witness 

our belief in God to practice tolerance and to engage in difficult dialogues. 

Christianity has a history of interdenominational persecutions, discriminations, 

violence and war. We know, that it took centuries to come from “conflict to 

communion” and live in “reconciled difference”. May we owe our countries the story 

of the long way to the house of our neighbours? We owe our people the story of 

tolerance and acceptance, of respect and dialogue, of reconciliation and peace in the 

light of the gospel.  

 

We need a strong common narration of Europe in which our Christian experiences are 

still decisive. Christians are resilient and resistant people. We are strengthened in the 

hope from the creator of heaven and earth.  

 

The liberating message of the gospel was in the midst of the reformation. We listen to 

that message in different contexts and exciting times, like these troubling days in 

Europe. The reformation was a catalyst for a new understanding of the church’s role 

in society. In that tradition we stand. In England as well as in Germany, in the 

Anglican Church as well as in the Evangelical Church in Germany.  

 

Let me end with a word from the protestant theologian and martyr Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer from his Letters and Papers from Prison:  
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“Choose and do what is right, not what fancy takes, 

Not weighing the possibilities, but bravely grasping the real, 

Not in the flight of ideas, but only in action is there freedom. 

Come away from your anxious hesitations into the storm of events, 

Carried by God’s command and your faith alone. 

Then freedom will embrace your spirit with rejoicing.” 

Widerstand und Ergebung, DBW, Bd 8, S.571 

 

God bless your synod.” 

 

For agendas, papers and summary of business done for the recent July Group of 

Sessions General Synod at York see:  

 

https://www.churchofengland.org/about-us/structure/general-synod/agendas-and-

papers/july-2016-group-of-sessions.aspx 

 

Sound transcripts can be accessed via:  

 

https://soundcloud.com/the-church-of-england/sets/general-synod-july-2016 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  HOLY AND GREAT COUNCIL  

Sunday, 19 June 2016.  

The Holy and Great Council of the Orthodox Church commenced on the Sunday of 

Pentecost, 19 June 2016, with the Pan-Orthodox concelebration of all the Primates of 

the participating Orthodox Churches, in the Holy Cathedral Church of St. Minas in 

Heraklion and, on the following day, Monday 20 June 2016, with the Divine Liturgy 

for the Feast of the Holy Spirit, at the Holy Patriarchal and Stavropegial Monastery of 

Gonias. 

Monday 20 June, 2016. 

Following the Divine Liturgy for the Feast of the Holy Spirit at the Holy Patriarchal 

and Stavropegial Monastery of Gonias, the inaugural session of the Council 

commenced in the neighbouring Orthodox Academy of Crete with the usual prayer 

under the presidency of His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, with 

the participation of their Beatitudes the Primates of the Orthodox Churches that are 

taking part in the Council and of their esteemed delegations, as well as of their 

advisors and ancillary staff. 

 

https://www.churchofengland.org/about-us/structure/general-synod/agendas-and-papers/july-2016-group-of-sessions.aspx
https://www.churchofengland.org/about-us/structure/general-synod/agendas-and-papers/july-2016-group-of-sessions.aspx
https://soundcloud.com/the-church-of-england/sets/general-synod-july-2016
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The Introductory speech of the Ecumenical Patriarch. 

His All-Holiness expressed his joy at the eager participation of ten Churches, namely 

Alexandria, Jerusalem, Serbia, Romania, Cyprus, Greece, Poland, Albania, Czech and 

Slovakia.  At the same time, however, he expressed his bitter disappointment at the 

non-participation of four Churches at the Council, even though these, namely the 

Churches of Antioch, Russia, Bulgaria and Georgia, had co-operated in all stages of 

preparation of the topics for discussion, with great willingness, and made an important 

contributions.  Therefore, his disappointment at their absence, for no specific reason, 

was even greater since two of them had agreed on and signed all of the texts of the 

Council at the recent Synaxis of the Primates of the most Holy Local Orthodox 

Churches.  In this spirit, at the conclusion of the deliberations of the Council on 17 

June - and with the common consent of all the Primates - an invitation was sent out to 

the Primates of the non-participating Churches, to participate in the Concelebration of 

the Sunday of Pentecost, or in that of the Sunday of All Saints (26 June). 

His All-Holiness, recalled the special significance and importance of the convocation 

of the Holy and Great Council for which tireless efforts have been expanded by all the 

Churches, in order to prepare the topics on the Council’s agenda.  The delay in these 

preparations was due to the well-known adverse conditions of the 20th century for all 

of the Churches.  His All-Holiness linked the absolute necessity for the convocation 

of the Council with the initiatives taken by the Synaxis of Primates for the 

acceleration of the preparation and convocation of the Council - especially at the 

meetings in the Phanar (March 2014) and in Chambesy, Geneva (January 2016).  His 

All-Holiness welcomed with especially warm words the presence of the Observers, 

namely the representatives from other Christian Churches and Confessions, who have 

demonstrated great interest in the convocation and work of the Council. 

In this context he offered severe criticism of those who, on artificial pretexts and for 

entirely unfounded reasons, seek to impede the convocation of the Council, accusing 

the participants of an alleged betrayal of Orthodoxy, as if they were the sole guardians 

thereof. 

Council and Conciliarity. 

This Council is not a necessity arising from specific events, but from the conciliar 

identity of the Church, which exists only in Council.  Opposition to the convocation 

of the Council, represents a betrayal of the patristic tradition of the Church and a 

complete personal discrediting of its supporters.  He also underlined, among other 

things, that conciliarity means the transcendence of individuality for the sake of the 

spirit of universality.  The origin of conciliarity is the Eucharistic assembly, namely 

"the coming together ... to celebrate the Eucharist."  And the functioning of 

conciliarity has been the only means for overcoming problems of all kinds, which the 

Church had to deal with, both at a local and at a wider level.  The decisions of the 

Councils (Local, Metropolitan and Patriarchal) were invested with prestige and 

authority, and those disagreeing with them were cut off from ecclesial communion. 

Preparatory Committee and Agenda. 

Particular reference was made to the Pan-Orthodox Preparatory Meetings, which over 

a period of fifty years prepared the Holy and Great Council, which is an authentic 

expression of conciliar consciousness of the Church.  In addition, new issues have 
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arisen over the last few decades, which demanded a conciliar resolution, such as the 

relation of the Orthodox Church with the Roman Catholic Church, new issues of an 

administrative nature, which arose in the now very populous Orthodox Diaspora in 

countries of the West, the attempts to re-establish Christian unity, known by the 

conventional title of "ecumenism", as well as new issues of a pastoral nature and 

bioethical problems, due in the application of new technologies at all levels in the life 

of modern man. 

The Functioning of the Holy and Great Council. 

His All-Holiness, Ecumenical Patriarch, Bartholomew, made specific reference to 

the mode of operation of the Council, in particular to the principle of the unanimity of 

all the local Orthodox Churches for the texts approved and signed up to now.  This 

principle is, in no way, binding on the Holy and Great Council for the adoption of 

amendments, on the condition that they will enjoy common acceptance and 

unanimity, otherwise the accepted text will prevail.  On the occasion of the Feast of 

Holy Spirit, the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew spoke adverting to the Paraclete 

and the projection of the unity of the Church in the communion of the sacraments, 

setting indeed as an aim unity in the sacraments of Baptism, the Eucharist and the 

Priesthood.  His All-Holiness concluded the opening address of the Council with a 

heart-felt greeting to the observers and the journalists. 

His Beatitude, Patriarch of Alexandria, Theodoros II, in his greeting underlined 

that the Council of the Orthodox Churches represents a victory for the unity of the 

Church especially on the day of Pentecost when we pray, Come, O Holy Spirit, and 

dwell in us and cleanse us from every stain and save our souls. He referred both to the 

necessity of conciliarity, and also to the possibility of unanimity within this 

framework. 

His Beatitude, Patriarch of Jerusalem, Theophilos, spoke of the unflinching stance 

of the Orthodox Church of Jerusalem to proceed without any further unjustified delay 

to the convocation of the Holy and Great Council which had been decided on many 

decades previously. 

His Beatitude, Patriarch of Serbia, Eirinaios, greeted all the participating Churches 

on behalf of the Serbian flock, emphasising his great joy at the participation of the 

Serbian Church in the Holy and Great Council, which will prove the unity of 

Orthodoxy.  He would have wished for the presence of all the Churches, but that “it is 

a little cloud and will swiftly pass away”. 

His Beatitude, Patriarch of Romania, Daniel, greeted with warm words all those 

present and gave thanks to the grace of God through which the much-awaited Holy 

and Great Council is taking place today, and praying that the illumination of the Holy 

Spirit will guide us to unity in Christ. 

His Beatitude, Archbishop of Cyprus, Chrysostomos, spoke of an exceptional and 

great event in the history of the Orthodox Church, while he judged that the absence of 

the four Churches is due essentially to reasons fabricated for public consumption. He 

praised the Ecumenical Patriarch because during his wise tenure of the Patriarchate, 

the procedures for the preparation of the Holy and Great Council were expedited so 

that it could take place today.  He also made note of the great contemporary problems 

which trouble the Orthodox Church with Nationalism being their main source.  He 
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also expressed positions on the holy diptychs, on the manner of proclaiming 

Autocephaly and on religious fundamentalism. 

His Beatitude, Archbishop of Athens and All Greece, Ieronymos, pointed out that 

today's feast of the Holy Spirit can be a source of illumination for our communion 

with God and each other.  The Council that is held today is not merely a copy of 

earlier forms of conciliarity.  Rather, it is a Council, which without differentiating 

itself from tradition, attempts to give answers to the problems and issues that modern 

man is facing. 

His Eminence, Archbishop of Warsaw and Poland, Savvas, thanked all the 

participating Churches for showing a spirit of unity in Christ, and for observing the 

Canon Law of the Orthodox Church. 

His Eminence, Archbishop of Albania, Anastasios, praised the historical and 

theological integrity of the Homily of the Ecumenical Patriarch, while for the 

absentee Churches he expressed the wish that they pray for the success of the Council, 

recalling that during the Chambesy meeting, a proposition was made for Pan-

Orthodox Councils to be assembled at regular intervals.  He also stressed that the 

principle of unanimity - consensus - for decision raised many problems at a Pan-

Orthodox level and raised the possibility of introducing the principle of the majority, 

as was already the case at the First Ecumenical Council.  He also emphasized that we 

ought to face the one and great heresy, in the same way that all Ecumenical Councils 

had done in the past, namely the heresy of egocentrism, which is the prime divisive 

disease. 

His Eminence, Archbishop Czech and Slovak, Rastislav, expressed his joy at the 

convocation of the Council and wished for the grace of the Holy Spirit to illumine the 

deliberations of the Holy and Great Council. 

Afternoon session 

During the afternoon session the document “The mission of the Church in the 

contemporary world” was introduced for discussion. The proposals for amendments 

to the text made by the delegation of the most holy Church of Greece were read by 

His Beatitude the Archbishop of Athens and were discussed.  Two of the three 

amendment proposals were accepted by the Council, while the third one, on the 

sanctity of the human person, sparked lengthy theological discussions, and as a result 

remained unchanged.  The session was completed with the proposal of His All-

Holiness, President of the Council, to accept the discussed document in principle. 

"Temples in the shape of Heaven," concert. 

The first day of the deliberations of the Holy and Great Council was completed with a 

concert at the theater of the Orthodox Academy of Crete (Nopigia), in which sections 

from the “Axion Estin,”a setting of the poem by Odysseas Elitis and Mikis 

Thedorakis, were performed by the artists Maria Farantouri, Dimitris Kavakos, and 

Tatiana Papageorgiou.  The (ΔΕΗ-ΔΕΔΔΗΕ) choir participated in the concert, under 

the direction of conductor Kostis Konstantaras, while the Cretan dance group, 

“Omilos Vrakoforon” (Ὅμιλος Βρακοφόρων Κρήτης) also took part.  The concert 

was honoured by the presence of the Primates and Hierarchs of the Orthodox 

Churches that participate at the Holy and Great Council. 
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For more information and documents (including the Encyclical) see the Council’s 

website at:  

 

https://www.holycouncil.org/-/news-bulletin-number-

1?inheritRedirect=true&redirect=%2F 

 

 

 

4.  KIRCHENTAG 2017  

The 2017 German Protestant Kirchentag  will take place from 24 to 28 May 2017 in 

Berlin and Wittenberg. Many tens of thousands will flocking to these celebratory 

events experiencing community beyond denominational and religious boundaries, 

enjoying church services and listening to concerts, with the opportunity to participate 

in frank and vigorous political debate.  

2017 will mark 500 years of the Reformation in Germany, Europe and across the 

globe. There will be key focus on the international ecumenical community, the inter-

religious dialogue and a glimpse into the next 500 years of Protestantism are the 

topics here.  

The Kirchentag in this year of celebration will be a civic forum that goes far beyond 

its church roots.  Over 2000 individual events will be dedicated to be devoted to the 

issues of politics and to the ideals of people living in peace and harmony. Prominent 

guest speakers will be active in debates lectures and workshops with plenty of public 

participation also involved.  

The highpoint of this Kirchentag and those on the Way 2017 will be the festive 

service on the banks of the Elbe outside Wittenberg. Thousands of worshippers will 

converge on Wittenberg, celebrating the Lord's Supper together, singing songs and 

listening to brassbands at the symbolic origin of the Reformation.  

Looking ahead to this remarkable event Ellen Ueberschär, the General Secretary of 

the Kirchentag says:  "It all promises to be an unforgettable experience, which is why 

I recommend you keep 24 to 28 May 2017 free in your calendar - for the German 

Protestant Kirchentag in Berlin and Wittenberg. We look forward to seeing you!"  

For more information go to the Kirchentag website at  

https://r2017.org/en/german-protestant-kirchentag-berlin-wittenberg 

 

POSTSCRIPT: NOT TO FORGET THE OTHER KIRCHENTAGS  

 

Besides Berlin and Wittenberg there will be Kirchentags on a smaller scale in Leipzig, 

Magdeburg, Erfurt, Jena/Weimar, Dessau-Roßlau and Halle/Eisleben. These will also 

be marking the Reformation anniversary. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.holycouncil.org/-/news-bulletin-number-1?inheritRedirect=true&redirect=%2F
https://www.holycouncil.org/-/news-bulletin-number-1?inheritRedirect=true&redirect=%2F
https://r2017.org/en/german-protestant-kirchentag-berlin-wittenberg
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5. NEWS FROM CEC  

 

STATEMENT FOLLOWING ATTACK IN NICE 

 

CEC issued the following statement on Friday 15 July:  

  

“The Conference of European Churches deplores the deaths of at least 84 people and 

the injuring of many more late last night in Nice (France). The attack involved a truck 

driven through large crowds gathered to enjoy fireworks for the French national 

celebration. Families, children, parents, and friends from across Europe—and even 

around the world—were gathered along the Côte d'Azur to celebrate in a joyful way. 

  

CEC is saddened and shocked by yet another indiscriminate act of violence on the 

ordinary people of Europe. This comes in the wake of other recent deadly attacks 

throughout the world, including in Iraq, Syria, Bangladesh, Libya, Somalia, and more. 

Yesterday’s violence is symbolic as it occurred on 14 July, Bastille Day, when French 

citizens commemorate the start of the French Revolution. On this anniversary, we are 

especially mindful of the heritage of this 18th century revolution that promoted values 

of equality, legality, and a state that strives to treat all religions equally. 

  

“As churches and people of faith we must ask ourselves, ‘What is our role in this?’” 

reflected CEC General Secretary Fr Heikki Huttunen at a moment of prayer in the 

Ecumenical Centre in Brussels. “How does this kind of tragedy challenge us and call 

us toward repentance instead of revenge?” 

  

“I was horrified to hear of the attack in Nice last night,” said CEC President Rt Revd 

Christopher Hill  “My thoughts and prayers are with all those affected and indeed for 

France itself.” 

  

Through peacebuilding and reconciliation efforts, we in the churches must persevere 

in cultivating an atmosphere of trust and acceptance together with all people of faith 

and goodwill. CEC encourages all to continue and strengthen efforts to build societies 

where all people feel safe and welcome. Our prayers are with those who have died, 

those who remain injured and in critical condition, survivors, all those touched by this 

tragedy, and those who selflessly and courageously put their own lives at risk for the 

sake of others.”  

 

The statement can be read on the CEC website at:  

  

http://www.ceceurope.org/nice-attack-amidst-bloodshed-build-peace-with-all-people-

of-faith-and-goodwill/ 

 

 

 

NEW DIALOGUE SECRETARY  

 

On Thursday 14 June CEC announced its appointment of Alkaterini (Katerina) 

Pekridou as Dialogue Secretary. In this role Ms Pekridou will facilitate the theological 

http://www.ceceurope.org/nice-attack-amidst-bloodshed-build-peace-with-all-people-of-faith-and-goodwill/
http://www.ceceurope.org/nice-attack-amidst-bloodshed-build-peace-with-all-people-of-faith-and-goodwill/
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and dialogue work of CEC including issues of ecclesiology, spirituality and mission 

among member churches. Interreligious and intercultural work will also be part of her 

brief.  

 

Ms Pekridou has served as a research associate at the Institute for Missiology and the 

Study of Theologies ad the University of Münster. She is completing doctoral studies 

at Trinity College Dublin where she researches the theology of ministry in the agreed 

statements of international bilateral dialogues between Anglicans, Eastern Orthodox 

and Roman Catholics and the multilateral Faith and Order dialogue.  

 

The statement can be read on the CEC website at:  

 

http://www.ceceurope.org/meet-cecs-new-dialogue-secretary/ 

 

 

6. .  …AND FINALLY  

  

WCC LOOKING FOR COMMUNICATION OFFICER  

 

The World Council of Churches is looking for a Communication Officer Junior to be 

responsible to communicate the programmatic activities of the Ecumenical Formation 

and Education, Unity and Mission programmatic area, and work as the co-editor for 

its website www.oikoumene.org. Reporting to the Director of Communication, the 

Communication Officer will integrate a highly focused and motivated small team, to 

provide editorial, strategic, creative and operational support across the Council’s 

work. He/she will play a key role in ensuring communications are both influential and 

informative for the full range of its stakeholders.  

 

The deadline for applications is Monday 15 August.  

 

Applications (CV, motivation letter, Application Form, copy of diploma, work 

certificate/references) are to be returned to: Human Resources Department: 

recruitment@wcc-coe.org  

 

The Application Form is available at the following address: 

http://www.oikoumene.org/en/get-involved/job-openings  

 

The WCC Annual Review and Financial Report 2015 can be consulted online:  

 

https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/other/wcc-annual-review-2015 

 

 

Material edited and distributed by the Council for Christian Unity, Church House, 

London  

 

Visit the CCU website at: 

 http://www.churchofengland.org/about-us/work-other-churches/ccu.aspx 

 

and visit the Latest News page 

http://www.ceceurope.org/meet-cecs-new-dialogue-secretary/
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/get-involved/job-openings
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/other/wcc-annual-review-2015

