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Santa Margarita 
The Anglican Church in Menorca 

Annual Report for 2015-2016 
Rev. Paul Strudwick, Chaplain 

Every year, the chaplain prepares a report on the status of the chaplaincy 
for the annual meeting of the parish.  Also every year, a report is prepared for 
the Archdeaconry Synod that covers most, if not all, of the same ground.  In 
some chaplaincies the Archdeaconry report is prepared by the chaplain; in 
Menorca, the report has been prepared, for the past few years, by the synod 
representatives, Trevor and Margaret Jones. 

Since their report covers the life of the chaplaincy in some detail, and since 
there seems little point in reproducing work already done, just for the sake of it, 
I am including the report for Synod in its entirety.  
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There are a few key facts to report in addition.  The number of baptisms in 

2015 was 5: 2 in Ciutadella, 2 in Mahón and one at Punta Prima (in the sea).  
There were 13 wedding blessings - for once, none of them in the church itself.  - 
plus several renewals of marriage vows, ranging from small and informal to an 
extended ceremony.  There were 12 funerals or services of committal.   

Those whose lives we remember with thanksgiving include:  
Ronald Hebden     Brian Goodswen  
Jim Quilter     Sue Jenks  
Geoffrey Eddowes    Edward Lewis  
James MacGoris     Brenda Hyatt  
Peter Riley        Sarah King  
Marion Bächler     Alison Vickers  

There are also some thanks to deliver.  The church only survives and thrives 
because of the work of numerous volunteers who give of themselves to support 
this community of faith, but there are some whom I would like to recognise at 
this time.  Margaret Jones serves as Church Secretary, Synod Representative 
(together with her husband, Trevor) and Safeguarding Officer (the latter being a 
thankless task at times, but one of essential importance to the chaplaincy); she 
devotes a considerable amount of time, energy and emotion to these roles, 
often in the face of chronic discomfort and pain, and she deserves the thanks of 
the entire church community.  David Green and Jane Sadler, as wardens, 
provide the Anglican Church in Menorca with exemplary leadership and give 
me more support than they probably realise.  All the members of the PCC give 
their time and serve with a spirit of commitment to the church.  Kathy Rossetti 
and Richard Lewartowski, with the assistance of others, spearhead our efforts to 
serve the needy of the community in which we live, which is a vital part of our 
Christian life.  Dick and Violet Bruce take responsibility for providing us with 
refreshments and an opportunity to spend social time together after our 
worship.  The members of the “informal social group” provide organisation and 
leadership, as well as providing refreshments for various events at the church, 
usually at their own expense.  Sandy Malhotra serves us as voluntary treasurer, 
which she has done now for many years.   Finally, there is one person who 
selflessly supports our worship as sacristan, which is a very time-consuming 
activity, and who takes responsibility for organising the investment in our future, 
namely programmes and activities for children, and that is Dianne Carter.  Few 
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people really know what goes on “behind the scenes” to make our worship 
work, but it takes many hours, a lot of planning, and the non-trivial task of 
keeping the chaplain’s attention focused on preparing for future worship in a 
timely manner.  The monthly JaFfA programme has blossomed, over three 
years, to have a healthy community of seven or eight resident families, plus 
visitors.  I asked Dianne, as I did last year, to prepare a summary of the children’s 
programmes, and it is included here.   

Kate and I feel very blessed to be able to serve this chaplaincy and hope to 
be able to go on doing so for a number of years.  We have grown to be very 
fond of the people whom we have met here - all of you.  Thank you for your 
support and for your contribution to the life of our church, keeping a Christian 
presence alive and active for the English-speaking community in Menorca.  

Summary of 2015  
Margaret & Trevor Jones, Synod Representatives 

A year in the life of Santa Margarita, the Anglican Church in Menorca.  Isn’t 
it an old adage that when policemen look younger it’s a sign of age and time 
flying – well 2015 certainly does seem to have flown by. 

Our Chaplain, Revd. Paul Strudwick, no doubt like all other clergy, has had 
an extremely busy year.  He has tried to broaden the liturgical awareness of his 
congregation on Menorca by introducing many different types of services along 
with maintaining many of the traditional and well-loved ones, besides 
outreaching with a dynamic Church website and a quarterly Santa Margarita 
magazine (available in print and on-line). 

We would now like to share with you a small over-view of 2015 at Santa 
Margarita and thought we would begin our reflections by relating them to the 
church seasons. Starting in January there was a shared service of Christian Unity 
with our friends and neighbours from the local Roman Catholic Church in Es 
Castell.  

Two local Catholic Priests shared with Revd. Paul in Santa Margarita, 
celebrating this moving service. The Church was filled with both Anglican and 
local Catholics and we each sang and praised our Lord in our own tongues – 
what a joyful cacophony of noise was raised.  It was grand to welcome and 
interact with the local Menorquinas who had long and happy memories of days 
gone by when Santa Margarita was both a small school and a catholic church 
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where many had been married.  Early March saw a service to celebrate the 
‘Women’s World day of Prayer’, held in Santa Margarita and involving friends 
from the New Life Evangelical church.   

We move to Lent.  Shrove Tuesday – pancakes – our ‘party’ was joined by a 
local IB3 TV crew who were intrigued by this tradition and enjoyed the pancakes 
too!  On Ash Wednesday, Revd. Paul made a rapid tour around the island, going 
from the east coast, south coast to the west coast ‘spreading the ashes’ finally 
ending back in Es Castell for an evening service. We enjoyed sharing feelings 
and emotions during a Lent course working through ‘Pilgrim’s Progress’, with a 
tasty soup lunch shared after each session. Our services for Palm Sunday were 
taken by the Very Revd. Dr. Michael Higgins who led a procession from church 
through the main square with palm leaves!   

Services for Holy Week - morning and evening prayers (including 
reflections on the Stations of the Cross) were held daily and on the evening of 
Maundy Thursday a Tenebrae service was held, this being a new experience for 
many attending.  Traditionally, on Good Friday, a service of prayer and 
meditation with a vigil of hymns and readings and silence was held and we 
listened and learned about the ‘seven last words from the Cross’.  On Easter 
Sunday we celebrated a ‘sunrise communion’ (without sunshine as it was a very 
dull and chilly morning!) on a beach on the south of the island, following which 
our Chaplain then officiated at three more services both in Es Castell in the east, 
and Ciutadella in the west!   

Pentecost! Our Chaplain charged us to ‘wear red’ – which proved quite 
interesting as the 24th May was the same date as the local elections and one of 
the local political party’s supporters were also wearing red!!! A few eye-bows 
and smirks were raised!  Trinity Sunday marked the second anniversary of Revd. 
Paul’s licensing service here on Menorca, so poignant in many ways.   

July marked the celebration of Santa Margarita, our patronal saint.  This 
year we had lowered our saint to ground level to enable her to be cleaned and 
prepared for her ’big day’.  She spent a few days in the local Roman Catholic 
Church before being held high and processed from there back to her home 
church.  This year the procession was led by a local band and a good write-up 
was published in the local press.  Her day is celebrated on 20th July which is in 
the midst of Es Castell fiesta and enables both Menorquinas and our Church 
family to process and share another service of thanks and celebration.  Again, 
we were joined by our friend, Fr. Alberto, the local Roman Catholic priest.  
August and September seemed to pass in a whirl of visitors (thankfully) … and 
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we find ourselves in October and our Harvest festival and the look of pleasure 
on our Chaplain’s face when he entered the church to find it packed!   

The Remembrance Day service was held in November and suddenly it’s 
‘Christ the King’ followed by Advent and the preparation for Christmas.  Our 
Chaplain managed to hold well-attended Carol services, including Christingle, 
at both ends of the island.    

Like most parishes, we are partially dependent on fund raising. Our 
‘informal’ social group has worked hard over the year and we profited from our 
two major fund raising events, the annual golf tournament and the ‘Christmas 
fayre’. We have also had the privilege of hosting an annual Brass Band concert 
(always a good social evening), enjoyed the talents of a young music student 
from the Royal College of Music who gave two piano recitals, a visit by a local, 
and very talented choir (both Menorcan and British singers), an entertaining 
evening with the first ‘TV Mr Nasty’, Tony Hatch (Simon Cowell has a lot to learn!) 
and a good sing song following a sponsored ‘Songs of Praise’. These planned 
outreach events have attracted attendance from most nationalities on the island. 
We have had funeral services – sadly; wedding blessings / renewal of vows – 
happily (although time consuming yet rewarding, a good boost to church 
funds); and baptisms – joyfully (one service being held in the sea!)   

We have maintained close and friendly working with our Roman Catholic 
hosts; for example Revd. Paul being invited to share in the Vesper celebration at 
the local Catholic Church for Es Castell fiesta.  Church services have been held 
monthly on the ‘west side’ of the island and on the south coast (during the 
summer months), and regular JaFfA club meetings have been held in church.  
All who were required to undertake the new on-line ‘Safeguarding’ training have 
done so.  Three times this year we have willingly donated towards the local food 
parcel campaign, supplying many families (in liaison with the local social 
services) with essential food/personal items.  The latest collection over 
Christmas was a joint venture with social services, Santa Margarita and the local 
Catholic Church.  Throughout the year we have also given donations to local 
and ‘off-island’ charities. 

We feel it has been helpful and a ‘lift’ for Revd. Paul to attend the Clergy 
Cluster meetings and we look forward to attending this year’s Archdeaconry 
Synod with both him and his wife Kate, who will once again have the chance to 
meet with other clergy wives and enjoy peer support.  Sustain your Chaplain for 
him to sustain you, your Church and the work for our Lord. 
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As you will see from our report we as a church, and our Chaplain have had 

a busy year.  Not all smooth sailing, as like all families, we have had our 
disagreements and uncertainties, but we have tried to work together, 
remembering just who we are working for and remembering that our Lord is a 
loving Lord as we try to respect and share that love.   

Children & Youth 
Dianne Carter  

Jaffa (Jesus a Friend for All) Club 

Methods employed 
An afternoon will include any of the following: 
acting out Bible stories; miming as in charades; 
experiencing stories through the Godly Play 
method; craft work based on the month’s 
theme; table games that can support teaching 
ideas; reflective time; cake and biscuit decorations based on the month’s theme 
- with birthdays always celebrated!  The families are encouraged to take home 
additional material (usually in the form of mini-booklets) for recalling the 
month’s theme. 

THEMES COVERED IN 2015 
January - What’s his name? 
The baptism of Jesus, and the naming of Jasper Ted (an enormous 
ted inherited from the Scouts), by ballot using the children’s 
suggested names. 

February - The Meaning of Love 
Based on 1 Corinthians 13; we also made salt-dough heart shaped 
magnets with a thumbprint impressed, and the words “THUMBody 
loves you.” 

March - Mothering Sunday 
Starting with the Creation Story, we explored God’s love and care for 
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creation; continuing with how we can care for 
others, and ways of expressing our gratitude for 
the ways that we are cared for by others. 

April - Good Friday 
Titled the Sounds of Holy Week, we recounted 
some of the events of Holy Week through the 

experiences of St 
Peter, used various sounds to highlight his story. 

April - Easter Season 
We continued St Peter’s story from the day of 
Resurrection to Peter’s commissioning. 

May - A start on the parables 
We explored the parable of the Good Samaritan 

(wearing our donkey masks), looking at good behaviour and bad behaviour, 
and at how we can be helping hands. 

June - Who was Elijah? 
Since having our Seder meal in 2014, one young 
member had been wondering about Elijah.  So we 
made a mini-biography of the prophet: including 
God sending ravens to feed Elijah (we were the 
ravens each having a bird hand-puppet); God 
sending fire upon Elijah’s altar offering (we roasted 
marshmallows); Elijah’s experience on God’s holy 
mountain; and Elijah going up to heaven in a fiery chariot. 

July - Who were the friends of Jesus? 
We looked at Jesus’ friends, and at how we can be his disciples today.  There 
was also a preview of the miracles of Jesus during this meeting. 

August - What’s happened on that cloudy mountain? 
We revisited the story of the handing down of the 10 commandments; what the 
commandments mean to us today; and the background to the Ark of the 
Covenant. 
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September - What’s Jesus up to now? 
Linking back to July, we looked at various miracles of Jesus: using the Wedding 
at Cana, the Feeding of the 5,000, Jesus calming the stormy sea, and the 
healing of the lepers as examples. 

October - the Feast of Sukkot (Tabernacles) 
We decorated our own sukkah, and re-enacted a meal similar to the one that 
Jesus would have experienced, to celebrate the ingathering of harvest. 

November - Advent 
We thought about the traditional meaning of the 
Advent wreath, with its five candles: using examples of 
the lives of the patriarchs, the prophets, John the 
Baptist, and Mary the mother of Jesus. 

December - Christingle celebration 
After preparing our Christingle oranges, we also 
“made” angels, remembering that they are the 
messengers of God.  We acted out the Nativity story 
using hand puppets (luckily the number of puppets 
tallied with the number of children present!).  And then 
we took part in our Christingle service. 

JUNIOR CHURCH 
At Santa Margarita 
Junior Church is offered every Sunday, during the 11:00 Eucharist; the theme is 
nearly always related to the Common Worship Lectionary readings for that day. 

At the church of Sant Francesc, Ciutadella 
Junior Church is available during the monthly evening Eucharist. 

In Cala en Porter 
During the summer months, should it be required, the facilities of Junior Church 
will be offered during the monthly Eucharist.
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