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“The Stones Would Sing”
As the days drew towards what was to be his final Passover, Jesus made
the journey from Bethany over and through the Mount of Olives, past the
Garden of Gethsemane, and crossed the brook Kidron, proceeding into
the Holy City of Jerusalem, recalling the prophetic words: "Behold, your
King comes to you, seated on the foal of an ass!" Thus begins our
recollection of Palm Sunday.
SANTA MARGARITA, C/STUART 20, ES CASTELL, 07720, MENORCA
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The religious and political leaders were not pleased. In
the words of the song from Jesus Christ Superstar: "Tell
the rabble to be quiet. We anticipate a riot; this common
crowd is far too loud!" Jesus replied, "If I silence them,
even the stones would sing!"
These words have a particular appeal to me, having come
to appreciate that the ancient inhabitants of Menorca
have left us little but the stones to speak and sing of the
way of life of those who erected the talaiots and taulas and
other structures that pepper the landscape.
I often
wonder about the spirituality that may be represented by
these stone constructions, and hope that our faith may
leave more than stones, preferably an enduring way of
life, as a sustainable testimony.
Palm Sunday offers an opportunity to make a public and
joyful witness to our faith, with a procession that recalls
the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem; we go from the church,
into the community, and back. Once we enter the church,
the mood changes from triumph to the sadly aweinspiring recounting of the passion of Jesus. People from
the congregation participate in the telling of the Gospel
story which reminds us of our role in the crucifixion of
Christ.
Palm Sunday is a pivotal moment in the church year. It
illustrates the fickle nature of humanity: we are prone to
uplift our heroes one moment and then drag them down,
usually because they disappoint us in some way.
Celebrating the middle Sunday of Lent, that is in the
Anglican tradition “Mothering Sunday,” I fell upon the
words of Julian of Norwich that compare Christ to a
mother, in terms of the way that Christ loves us, was
prepared to be sacrificed for us, and nurtures us - the
sacrament of the Eucharist being like spiritual mother’s
milk.

JaFfA meets monthly, led by
Dianne Carter, and provides
an opportunity to learn about
the Christian faith through
art, craft, play and fun.
In January, when we recalled
the baptism of Christ, and
the Spirit descending like a
dove, we also named our
teddy bear Jasper.

We, members of the Church, carry forward Christ’s
mission in the world, as the body of Christ, our
responsibility to be a mothering presence. At its best, the
Church can be a sort of spiritual parent.
The model of maternal love is not one that requires
sycophantic acceptance of every characteristic of children,
but rather one that notices and acts upon threats to
safety, that notices and tenderly admonishes deviant
behaviour, that notices and respects difference as
potential creativity, that notices and clarifies points of
disagreement - and then, above all, goes on loving the
child.
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As members of the Church, the body of Christ, our
relationships with one another at times of
potential division should model this maternal
nature of Christ’s love for the world - and all its
human inhabitants.
Even as we notice one
another’s differences and try to respond to them
appropriately, we must still endeavour to find
ways of going on loving each other.
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JaFfA - February

The world will not become a better place until we
recognise the need to honour one another in our
own feelings and understand that while human
beings will always have a diversity of opinion, we
need to remain committed to one another. I have
often preached about the Church as community
and family, and of the need to focus on the things
that unite, not divide us. This is no less true of the
world around us.
But we have a special
responsibility in this regard: if we cannot model
the behaviour that we want the world to follow,
then we cannot be surprised if the prevailing
culture does no better. This is just as true of the
church as a sort of spiritual parent to the world as
it is true of parents raising children. Who can
take seriously the leadership of anyone who says,
“Do as I say, not as I do?”
“The stones would sing,” said Jesus, if the people
were silenced. Let’s be sure that our behaviour
and our words are raised so that the singing
stones do not need to be a consideration. And
let’s leave a way of life worthy of Jesus as our
legacy, not just stones - singing or silent.

Sponsored Songs of Praise
On 13 September, we are going to have a
sponsored Songs of Praise evening, with hymns to
be chosen according to popularity. For 1€, you
can vote for a hymn - as many times as you like!
Our annual guest organist, Richard Sharpe, has
agreed to accompany us. Voting cards will be
available in the church from Palm Sunday
onwards. We will keep a tally in the church.

To receive future copies of this newsletter
via e-mail, please send a message to
info@anglicanchurchmenorca.com.
SANTA MARGARITA, C/STUART 20, ES CASTELL, 07720, MENORCA

JaFfA celebrated Valentine’s day with
heart-shaped fridge magnets with
“THUMBody loves you” on them,
suitable confections and the words
of the Apostle Paul on love, from
1 Corinthians 13.
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JaFfA
JaFfA Club meets monthly, led by Dianne Carter; JaFfA is for children and specially invited
adults (e.g. parents, or clergy, who have been behaving well). It normally meets on the first
Saturday of each month from 16:00 to 18:00. It provides an opportunity for children (and
some parents!) to learn about the Christian faith through art, craft, play and fun. We have a
mixture of stories, games, and activities relating to a particular theme, or topic, such as fruit of
the spirit, or the good shepherd, or the love of God imbedded in all love that we celebrate for
Valentine’s day. It is now a tradition to decorate cupcakes or biscuits, reflecting the theme of
the day. Some we eat together, with fruit juice or water; the rest we take home to share with
family and friends, or leave for sharing with the Sunday congregation. There’s a brief time of
worship, too. Take a look at the pictures on the preceding pages in our newsletter, or on the
church web site. (JaFfA stands for: Jesus a Friend for All.)

Congregational Life
Christmas for the English-speaking community in Menorca was a rather subdued affair. It
seems that even more people than usual abandoned the island to spend the season elsewhere mostly with family in England. The chaplain is seriously considering the possibility of leading
worship on the last direct flight to the UK before Christmas - it almost seems that there were
more members of Santa Margarita on that flight last December than were in church at
Christmas!
After a fairly gentle season at Christmas, New Year and Día de los Reyes Magos (Epiphany),
Menorca has been subject to some blustery, stormy weather during February. Nevertheless,
this has been interspersed with several of those glorious, sunny winter days when the island
looks green and beautiful, and when the flowers begin to emerge around the landscape. In the
church, we have moved from Epiphany to Lent.
Our student organist, Georgina Masanes, has been playing for us once a month since
December. She is studying under Tomé Olives, the renowned organist on the island. She is
coming to grips with the intricacies of accompanying a congregation, especially since it seems
that Anglicans sing hymns at a faster pace than the other local churches. Personally, as one
whose piano lessons terminated when it became evident that progress was painfully slow, I
have immense respect for the talent in a young person who has to add dexterity of the feet to
the challenge of playing two keyboards! Georgina is only 13.
Shrove Tuesday was celebrated with the
pancake lunch that has been a feature of life at
Santa Margarita for the past seven years. On
this occasion, the lunch was graced with a visit
from IB3 TV, the local television station.
Having seen the lunch announced in the
calendar of events for Es Castell, a reporter and
cameraman came to investigate this peculiarly
British tradition. Penny Hargrave’s pancakemaking skills came under scrutiny, and Malcolm
Ellis explained the tradition for a Spanish
audience. The reporter and cameramen joined
the lunch and sampled the pancakes.
SANTA MARGARITA, C/STUART 20, ES CASTELL, 07720, MENORCA
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Ash Wednesday was, as last year, an occasion for the imposition of ashes to be offered, not only
in Sª Margarita, but also around the island. In addition to the traditional worship in the
church in Es Castell, simple services were conducted at Punta Prima,
Cala en Porter and Es Mercadal. (Ciutadella is available if requested.)
Santa Margarita is now in possession of flags for Saint Andrew and
Saint David (in addition to the existing flag of Saint George) which are
flown when these figures of the church are celebrated. The Welsh
dragon flew outside the church on Saint David’s day (1 March).
During the season of Lent this year, we have been enjoying simple soup
lunches and sharing our reflections on The Pilgrim’s Progress, by John
Bunyan. This is claimed to be the first English novel, published in
1678, having been written while John Bunyan was imprisoned in
Bedford Goal. Paul said, “My sisters and I spent some formative years
growing up around Bedford, and our mother made sure that we knew
about John Bunyan and the site of the Gaol.”
The story is allegorical in nature, presented as a dream
in which John Bunyan sees a pilgrim, called Christian,
making the journey from the City of Destruction to the
Celestial City. It presents life as a spiritual journey or
pilgrimage, and the places and characters encountered
along the way represent the trials and tribulation, the
nourishment and joy, that all of us encounter in one way
or another during the course of our own spiritual
pilgrimages.
Details of events taking place at Santa Margarita can always be found on the church web site:
http://anglicanchurchmenorca.com, where there is a “News” section (top, right-hand corner).
You can also follow us on Twitter: @anglicanmenorca.

Events in 2015
5 April: Easter Sunday; sunrise service at Punta Prima at 07:30; worship in Santa
Margarita at 09:00 and 11:00; Holy Communion in Ciutadella at 17:00.
7 April: 13:00, lunch at the Taj restaurant in Addaia (transport available for those not
wishing to drive); please sign up in the church.
9 April: at 20:00, Brass Band Concert (Gwent Touring Band) at Santa Margarita.
23 April: Saint George’s day; worship at Isla del Rey in the morning, followed by lunch
at El Picadero at 13:00.
9 May: 19:00, return of the Coral Mitjanit (Midnight Choir) to Santa Margarita;
refreshments afterwards.
6 June: annual Santa Margarita golf tournament at Son Parc.
19 July: starting at 17:00, celebration of the fiesta of Santa Margarita; procession
through Es Castell, ecumenical worship, social time (vino español).
13 September: evening, sponsored Songs of Praise (see page 2).
4 October: Harvest Thanksgiving; special worship, followed by lunch at Pedro’s.
5 December: 12:00 to 16:00, Christmas Bazaar in Es Castell.
13 December: 18:00, festival of lessons and carols at Santa Margarita.
SANTA MARGARITA, C/STUART 20, ES CASTELL, 07720, MENORCA
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Archdeaconry Synod
Our congregation is part of the largest geographical diocese in the Church of England, and one
of the largest in the Anglican Communion. As with many dioceses, it is composed of smaller
units, with an archdeacon who acts on behalf of the Bishop to provide oversight and pastoral
care. These are called archdeaconries. The Anglican church in Menorca belongs to the
Archdeaconry of Gibraltar, which covers Spain (including the Canaries), Portugal and Morocco.
Every year, representatives from the Archdeaconry
gather in a Synod (a traditional term used to
describe a church meeting or convocation) to
conduct business and to share in the governance of
the church.
The Synod for the Archdeaconry of Gibraltar meets
during the first week of February in most years.

Representatives of the Anglican churches of
the Balearics at the Archdeaconry Synod February 2015.

Trevor and Margaret Jones are our Synod
representatives. They produce a comprehensive
report which will be presented to our annual
meeting in April, and which will be posted on our
web site at that time. It is worth reading the whole
report. However, by way of a “trailer” for the
report, here is the summary by Trevor and
Margaret.

The Archdeaconry of Gibraltar Synod took place in February at the La Zenia Hotel, within
the Chaplaincy of Torrevieja. Margaret and I as Synod Reps, and Revd. Paul & Kate
attended.
By the nature of our Archdeaconry, this and our fellow Chaplaincies are geographically
distant from each other but each Chaplaincy does continue to be bound by our common unity
in Christ and we were all again drawn to celebrate this with Synod, the annual gathering of
Chaplains, representatives and guests.
On a personal level Synod provided an opportunity to be with friends and colleagues from
elsewhere in Spain, Portugal, their islands, Morocco and Andorra. Synod reps are elected
triennially, so at any Synod there are missing friends to remember, old friendships to renew
and new friendships to be formed.
On a business level we shared ideas and good practice. We discussed issues of importance
and learned from the experiences of others. We took part in more formal, structured
meetings and presentations carefully prepared by the Standing Committee.
We were blessed by the attendance of our own, new Diocesan Bishop, the Right Revd. Dr.
Robert Innes, with Mrs Innes. The Bishop presided at the opening Eucharist and gave the key
note address in which he shared a sense of his vision for the future of our Diocesan family.
We were also blessed with the attendance of Ven. Jonathan Boardman (Archdeacon of Italy
and Malta), Mrs Leslie Weaver (Diocesan Safeguarding Coordinator), Mr John Plant
(Christian Aid), and Revd. Paul Needle (Bible study Leader) each of whom gave formal
addresses on their areas of expertise. Members of the Diocesan staff also attended to answer
questions.
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There was time for informal gatherings and naturally much interaction, both serious and
happy at meal times. Most importantly, the whole Synod was held within a daily pattern of
prayer and worship together.
We are not isolated on Menorca. We belong to the whole church and through Synod we have
friends and support we can call upon, can give and can share.

Caring For The Community
At Christmas, we collected non-perishable food items for distribution to the needy of Es Castell
in conjunction with the local Social Services department. This time, the Menorca Charity
Players went shopping with us and generously paid for groceries worth 500€. In addition to
purchases made with our own funds, we spent a total of more than 800€ and assembled
packages for 33 families, representing about 100 people.
Once again, in conjunction with Es Castell’s social services group, we will distribute parcels at
Easter.

Women’s World Day of Prayer
Dianne Carter & The Rev. Paul Strudwick
The Women’s World Day of Prayer was celebrated at Santa Margarita on Friday, 6 March, with
an ecumenical gathering of women from Menorca (and three male observers!).
The service for 2015 was arranged and organised by the women of The Bahamas. The words
and themes drawn from the islands of the Bahamas were beautifully crafted to reflect the
nature of the Bahamas and resonated with those of us who share island living in Menorca. For
example, God’s radical love is “as consistent as the sun,” God’s mercy is “as boundless as the
sands” and God’s grace “surrounds us like the waters of the sea.”
The biblical theme drew upon the washing of feet by Jesus as
described in John’s gospel, and poses the question across the
ages: “Do you know what I have done to you?” This was
incorporated into the worship by asking the participants how
this radical love can be demonstrated in our own lives, so that
we might, as Jesus asks of us: “Do as I have done to you.” As
Muriel Chad, from the New Life Church of Menorca
expressed it: “What can we do that takes a risk, that
challenges us, to cross boundaries of comfort?”
The women of the Bahamas, in creating the service, brought
before the participants six projects that manifest their
attempt to put the radical love of God into action in their own
environment. “Over The Hill” provides accommodation for
women in the poorest part of Nassau. A wall poster showed
this project with the word “Poverty,” which was removed to
reveal “Blessed.” A Crisis Centre offers a haven for victims of
“Domestic Violence,” words which were removed to unveil “Blameless.” Those incarcerated in
a Detention Centre were remembered with the word “Migrant,” which was removed to show
“Accepted.” PACE provides a sanctuary for teenage mothers and single parents; removal of the
words “Teenage Mothers” revealed “Never Alone.” All Saints Camp cares for those with HIV
SANTA MARGARITA, C/STUART 20, ES CASTELL, 07720, MENORCA
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and AIDS, whose label was detached to uncover
“Included.” Finally, the Cancer Care Centre focused
attention on “Breast Cancer,” which when cleared
away revealed “Cured.”
This imaginative way of revealing the grace that is
the fruit of tackling the challenges, difficulties and
suffering of the world gave a graphic illustration of
the potential of applying God’s radical love in our
own lives.
Muriel asked us to share with those sitting close by:
“What can we do that takes a risk, that challenges
us, to cross boundaries of comfort?” This time of
sharing concluded with each of us writing words or phrases on “footsteps” - pieces of paper cut
in the shape of a foot on which had been copied a baby’s footprint (our faith is yet young!).
These footsteps formed part of the offering; as did the words that had been removed from the
posters.
In this way, we offered to God the ways in which each of us felt, at that time, called to express
radical love; to ask his blessing on our commitment, that by his grace we may fulfil his will.
And the words from the posters … We presented these pieces of paper naming poverty,
domestic violence, migrant, teenage mothers, HIV and AIDS, and breast cancer. Earlier in the
service we had prayed for the needs of the women of The Bahamas; here we offered their
vulnerability again, giving thanks for transformation, and asking God’s blessings for the future.
The service for the day was carefully prepared by Dianne Carter and enjoyed by all those who
participated. Afterwards, we all retired for refreshments, and to reflect upon this opportunity
to gather and worship in solidarity with thousands of similar meetings around the world, where
women, men and children gather to worship together. Next year our menfolk will be expressly
asked to participate in the service. It might be called the Women’s World Day of Prayer, but
although the event is organised by women, it is not only for women.

Annual Meetings
The Annual Meetings (APCMs) of the Chaplaincy will take place starting at 12:30 on Sunday,
19th April. The window for the revision for the Electoral Roll is from the 22nd March - 4th
April. Applications for inclusion and any requests to have names removed from the Roll must
be received within that date window, please. Applications and requests please, to Mrs.
Margaret Guanaria, Electoral Roll Officer. The lists for nominations of Church Wardens (2),
PCC members and Safeguarding Officer will also be available from 29th March (as displayed on
the church notice board).

Regular Worship in Menorca
At Santa Margarita
Sunday (Holy Communion): 09:00 & 11:00; Wednesday (BCP): 11:00;
Friday (Communion & Healing): 11:00
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Worship in Sant Francesc church, Ciutadella, last Sunday of each month: 17:00
Worship in Cala en Porter begins in May, second Sunday of each month, 17:00
SANTA MARGARITA, C/STUART 20, ES CASTELL, 07720, MENORCA
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